
 

 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 12, 2017 
 

 

Welcome - The meeting was called to order at 6:38 pm  

 

Those present: Susan Smith, president, Marie Sager, vice-president, Brad Schwer, treasurer, Jodi Matthews, 

secretary, Becky Keel, past president, Kris Strauss, past Secretary, Beth LaBell, Nikki Niccolai, Jennifer Tellez, 

Jen Ludwig, Susan Binzel, Lori Rennock and Trudy Monson, staff members.  Principal Roger Gahart joined the 

meeting as it was in session. 

 

I.  SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

All PSO meeting notes for the 2016-2017 school year are up on the school’s website.  The minutes from the last 

meeting of the 2016-2017 school year held in May were officer-approved minutes via email. 

 

 

II. TREASURER'S REPORT 

 

Checking Opening Balance: $49,361.13 

 Closing Balance: $45,703.91 

Savings Opening Balance:               $455.97 

 Closing Balance:               $456.13 

 

The Treasurer's Report was approved on a Strauss/Binzel motion. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF NEW OFFICERS 

 

A Keel/Strauss motion was made and passed to approve Susan Smith as the new PSO President, Marie Sager as 

the new PSO vice-president, and Jodi Matthews as the new PSO Secretary. 

 

 

IV. COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

1. Paris RedPages (message from Kris Strauss for Holly Dammann) -- All forms, cover and growl contests 

submissions were due by Friday, September 8, 2017. Contest judging was completed by noon on Monday, 

September 11, 2017. Binding will be completed with the RedPages ready for distribution on Friday, September 

22, 2017. Holly originally wanted distribution for Friday, September 15, 2017, but is still missing information 

from some families.  Contest winners and all submissions will receive:  lower grades receive Paws and upper 

grades receive Panther Bucks. 

 

2. Panther Pride/CHS Homecoming Float (message from Beth LaBell) – This is the fifth year that CHS’s 

feeder schools have been invited to compete in building homecoming floats. The competition is hosted by the 



 

 

CHS Booster Club. Winner receives one hundred ($100.00) dollars. This year the Homecoming Parade is 

scheduled for October 4, 2017.  

 

The proposed theme for this year is: Disco.  

 

Beth is looking for someone to take over as lead for this event after this year’s parade. 

 

A Keel/Niccolai motion was made and approved to allocate up to four hundred ($400.00) dollars for float supplies: 

tablecloths, wood, chicken wire, etc.  

 

V. SOCIAL AND ENTERTAINMENT 

 

1. Halloween Party (message from Becky Keel) – The Halloween Party is a community event with refreshments, 

games, and activities. We ask families for candy and/or snack donations for the night of the event.  It is a two-part 

event with Kindergarten through fourth grade attending from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm, and fifth through eighth grade 

attending from 8:00pm to 10:00pm. This event also kicks off Share Basket. 

 

This year’s tentative date for the party is Wednesday, October 25, 2017.   

 

This year’s theme will be Ghoul School. 

 

Typically, the Town of Paris donates two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars. This pays for the party’s DJ. Two 

hundred ($200.00) dollars was allocated in the past for Halloween party supplies, but it was asked to increase it 

this year by an extra one hundred ($100.00) dollars, for a total of three hundred ($300.00) dollars. 

 

A Strauss/Binzel motion was made and approved to allocate up to three hundred ($300.00) dollars for needed 

Halloween Party supplies. 

 

VI. TEACHER AND STAFF SUPPORT 

 

1. Teacher Wish Lists – Since 2009, PSO has supplied full-time and part-time teachers with money to use for 

classroom supplies and materials. Theresa Schwer is willing to chair the Teacher Wish Lists again this year.   

 

VII. FUNDRAISING 

 

1. Scrip – Scrip will no longer continue at Paris School.  There have been too many issues in the past regarding 

the Scrip program: it did not earn much money but most months actually ended negative (shipping the product 

alone played a role), many problems with empty cards/no balance for buyers, and Scrip was not accommodating 

with replacing or offering assistance.   

 

Susan Smith is still looking into the idea for a program through Woodman’s, but a contact is very hard to get a 

hold of. This program could potentially earn more money than Scrip did, however, it requires a large sum of 

money up front to get the program started. We need someone for logistics at pick-up. 

 

2. Panther Prowl (message from Beth LaBell) – This year’s 12th Annual Panther Prowl has been set for 

Saturday, October 14, 2017. The kick-off assembly will be held on Friday, September 15, 2017, at 2:30 pm. 

Students will receive their fundraising packets at that time. Packet assembly will take place on Thursday, 

September 14, 2017, in the cafeteria.  There are two new sponsors for this event, but they remained unnamed.  

 

Typically, the top pledge earner wins a trip to the Kalahari, but this is not yet confirmed for this year. Six Flags 



 

 

passes is also a possibility as a prize. 

 

The Prowl needs various positions filled such as help with money counting, silent auction basket assembly, 

follow-up with donation contributors, and set-up on the day of the event.  Sign-up Genius will be used to sign up 

for shifts. 

 

Mystery Bulletin Board is returning.  Beth LaBell needs help with this and Marie Sager volunteered to help out. 

After this year, a new chair is needed for this. 

 

Panther Prowl Money Wish List items were not discussed. 

 

VIII. POST-EVENT FOLLOW-UP 

 

1. 2017 Fair Display (message from Beth LaBell) – It is getting more difficult each year to fill the supervision 

shifts and take-down. All that is needed is two shifts of two people each for a total of four hours of supervision 

by the school’s displays.  This needs new leadership. Marie Sager offered to head it and suggested when she sends 

out her Survey Monkey she will add survey question to get responses to help fill chair needs. 

 

2. Kindergarten Mixer –Kris Wessel chairs this, and it always goes well. She gathers a group of parents to help 

provide snacks for the families, hands out goody bags, and rides on the bus with the students. 

 

3. Open House – We would like to rethink the placement of the PSO table to be more visible to families, especially 

new ones. It seemed quite hidden in the corner near the stairs heading to the cafeteria and many people may have 

missed visiting the table. An ideal spot would be near the Kindergarten hallway for new families. 

 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. POPS (message from Lori Rennock and Trudy Monson, see attached) -- POPS stands for Power Of Positive 

Students.  Its purpose is to support students and promote Panther Pride by rewarding positive actions and behavior.  

Some events the POPS program supports and provides are but not limited to monthly raffles, Panther Buck store, 

monthly popcorn day and ice cream for birthdays, Friendship Week, various fundraisers, and the collection and 

redemption of Box Tops and milk caps.  Lori and Trudy came to the PSO board proposing PSO taking over the 

POPS program. There are no funds; the Paws Store is dead; and last year’s change to a raffle isn’t quite working 

out or pleasing students.  The idea of returning the Paws store for K-5 students and continue the Panther Bucks 

for middle school students was addressed. It is estimated that approximately three hundred ($300) dollars is 

needed per month to keep this program going, but the initial stock cost will be five hundred ($500) dollars. It 

would take about a full year for PSO to estimate the full annual funding allotment. Nikki Niccolai volunteered to 

chair POPS.  

 

A Strauss/Keel motion was made and approved to allocate up to one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars for PSO to start 

up/take over POPS.   

 

2.  Through Nora’s Eyes (message from Beth LaBell for Margie Blair, see attached) – A Strauss/Binzel 

motion was made and approved to allocate one hundred ($100.00) dollars to provide a cash and candy jar at a 

fundraiser held on Saturday, September 16, 2017, for Nora Lawton, daughter of a Paris School long-term 

substitute teacher, Mrs. Lawton.  The proceeds raised for this fundraiser will help support medical costs endured, 

the frequent long-distance trips to receive medical care, and to the BBS Family Association.   

 

3.  Facebook (message from Beth LaBell) – The idea of creating a closed (aka private) PSO Facebook group 

was revisited.  Several things need to be discussed before this could move forward, such as: a policy to be sent 



 

 

home to families, a designated number of administrators and who those administrators would be, who and how 

would a person be added to this private group, who or what would be allowed to be posted on this page. 

 

4. Copy Room – The original design of the copy room needed to be changed because a door was moved six 

inches.  With the change, shelving was added on each side and one piece couldn’t be used.  Lori Rennock 

suggested stools be added and Beth said chairs were coming.  This project is not yet complete. 

 

5.  Easter Egg Hunt Chair – Becky Keel will be stepping down as chair for this event. A new chair is needed 

and Jennifer Tellez offered to chair the event.  

 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

This meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Jodi Matthews, Secretary 

Minutes Approved: October 3, 2017 

 

 


